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Warhorse Education Pack 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 To explore the relationship between 
words and images 

 To layer ideas and media to create 
atmosphere and mood 

 To understand how design works to 
create a mood or effect 

 To build on the Propaganda and Painting 
exercise. 

 
SKILLS TARGETED 

 Using appropriate descriptive language 

 Design 

 Understanding the relationship between 
words and images. 

 
RESOURCES 

 One image per child/pair  

 A pile of cut out single words taken from 
the novel and the playscript – a bit like 
fridge magnet words (see below) 

 Glue 

 Scissors 

 Sheets of acetate 

 Different coloured marker pens that work 
on the acetate – Sharpies are best! 

 
 
SUGGESTED TIME SCALE 

 15-20 minutes 
 
Step 1 
Show the children a selection of images 
ranging from rural Devon to the battlefields. 
You will find a huge selection online and on 
the War Horse website. 
 
Step 2  
Each child (or pair) chooses an image. 
 
Step 3 
Ask the children to search for cut out words 
they feel correspond to, or resonate with, their 
picture. 
 
Step 4 
The cut out words can be glued anywhere 
onto the picture to create a collage.  
 
Step 5 
The children then place a sheet of acetate 
over their pictures. 
 
Step 6 
They can use the pens to mark the acetate 
with any colours, marks, or words to help 
create or support the mood and atmosphere 
of the image. 
 
 

Step 7 
The final images with the acetate drawings on 
top will help to tell a story about the world of 
the original picture and represent the 
atmosphere a designer might want to create 
within a scene or location. 
 
Step 8 
You could turn the images into a gallery of 
moods and atmospheres from the world of 
War Horse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUCCESS CRITERIA 

 Children will explore the relationships 
between image, text, drawing and design 

 They will create moods and atmospheres 
through the layering of imagery 

 They will produce images that can be 
turned into a gallery of work. 
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War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

3 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

4 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

5 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

6 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

7 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

8 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
 

  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

9 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

10 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

11 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
  



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

12 

War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Acetates exercise 
 Art and design/Literacy 
 

 

13 
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IMAGE CREDITS 
 

Below is a list of the images provided for the acetate exercise: 
 

1. Thatched Cottage, Devon 2005 by Fliss J 
 

2. /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƻƴ IŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ /ƻŀǎǘ ōȅ !ƭŜȄƛǎ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ 
 

3. More Yellow by Solveig Osk 
 

4. Bales by Xlibber 
 

5. Iddesleigh village square ς Photo courtesy of Beaford Archive, Devon 
(beafordoldarchive.org.uk) 

 
6. Bideford Yeomanry leave for camp ς Beaford Archive 

 
7. A World War I working horse ς Imperial War Museum 

 
8. Goodbye Old Man, a poster produced by the Blue Cross ς The Mary Evans 

Picture Library 
 

9. Over The Top ς  by Simon Annand 
 

10. Drawings (Vorticist skyscapes) by Rae Smith 
 

11. Drawings (Night-time Crossing) by Rae Smith 
 

12. 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ό¢ƘŜ bŀǊǊŀŎƻǘǘǎΩ CŀǊƳύ ōȅ wŀŜ {ƳƛǘƘ 
 

13. Drawing (poppies) by Rae Smith 
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War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

άCǊƛŘƎŜ ƳŀƎƴŜǘέ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŜǘŀǘŜǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΦ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ! {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ 
Kiss by Henry Chappell (in which a soldier says goodbye to his dying 
horse) and Anthem for Doomed Youth. These need to be copied three 
times to provide enough words for everybody. They are then cut out 
individually like fridge magnet words. The children could add more words 
from other poems or stories they have studied. 
 

dying   horse   pull   gear  slip  

 frothing  jaws  drag   road   way   

clear  battery  thunders  pause  prone  

 shell-swept  highway  lies  quivering  limbs 

fast   life  tide   fails  dark  

 closing  faithful  eyes  mutely  plead 

onward  battery  rolls  speed  needlessly 

 comrades  voice   bursting  shell      wounded 

friend   lonely   bleeds beside  stony 

 highway  fell  only   dying   horse 

swiftly  kneels  lifts   limp   head  

 hears   shivering sigh  friend   steals 

sweet   pity   tear      goodbye  old  

 man  goodbye  honours  medal  badge 

star  war   kindlier  deed   precious 

 far  beyond  heart   gold    

doomed  youth   cattle  die  passing-bells 

 only  monstrous  anger   guns     stuttering 

rifles   rapid   rattle   patter  hasty  

 mockeries  now   prayers  bells  voice 

mourning  save   choirs  shrill  demented 
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War Horse Learning 
 
War Horse drawings by 
Rae Smith 
 
Resources © National Theatre 
 
warhorseonstage.com 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 

 wailing  shells  bugles  calling  sad 

candles  held   speed  hands  boys  

         eyes   shine  glimmers  goodbyes  pallor 

flowers  tenderness  patient  minds  slow  

        dusk   drawing  down   soldier mud 

earth  dark  home  dying   horse pull  

 gear  slip   frothing  jaws  drag 

road   way   clear        battery  thunders 

 pause  prone    shell-swept  highway  lies 

quivering  limbs   fast   life  tide  

 fails  dark   closing  faithful  eyes 

mutely  plead   onward       battery          rolls 

 speed  needlessly  comrades  voice       bursting 

shell  wounded  friend   lonely  bleeds 

 beside  stony   highway  fell  only 

dying   horse  swiftly  kneels  Lifts  

 limp   head   hears   shivering sigh 

friend   steals  sweet   pity    tear 

 goodbye  old   man 

 
 


